THE WAR AGAINST THE U-BOATS

STATEMENTS ISSUED MONTHLY DURING 1944 BY THE PRIME MINISTER
AND PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

{January to December.
[JANUARY]

TOTAL merchant ship tonnage lost by U-boat action in December
was again low despite an extension of operating areas. Fewer
U-boats were destroyed during the month by our air and sea forces
owing to several factors, including increased caution by the enemy.
Our supply routes were, however, well secured against U-boat attack.

In 1943 U-boats sank but 40 per cent, of the merchant ship tonnage
that they sank in 1942. On the other hand, United Nations merchant
ship tonnage constructed in 1943 approximately doubled the tonnage
delivered in 1942.

Nearly half of our tonnage lost for the year 1943 was during the
first three months : 27 per cent, was lost during the second quarter of
1943, nnd only 26 per cent, was lost during the last six months.

[FEBRUARY]

The year 1944 has opened with a very satisfactory first month for
the Allies in their continued campaign against the U-boat.

In spite of the limited opportunities to attack U-boats owing to the
extreme caution exercised by them, more were destroyed in January
than in December. This has been accomplished by unrelenting
offensive action by our surface and air forces.

The amount of merchant ship tonnage sunk by U-boats during
January, 1944, is among the lowest monthly figures for the whole war.

The German claims should, as usual, be ignored, as they are grossly
exaggerated and issued purely for propaganda purposes.

[MARCH]

In spite of the increase in traffic of the United Nations' shipping in
the Atlantic, February, 1944, was the lowest month as to tonnage of
Allied merchant-shipping losses by enemy U-boat action since the
United States entered the war; and February was the second lowest
month of the entire war.
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